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the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were
behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room
discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around
Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower Il, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions
ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted
to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme
some people were ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian
demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military
base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with
failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to
base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since
none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of
blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole
thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself.."Are you planning to grant it?" Noah asked..In spite of all that she knew about Sinsemilla Maddoc,
Geneva cringed from this charge against the.thoroughbred but performed like a worn-out plow horse..like an attractively aligned pair of mosquito bites..perhaps this was
nothing more than a pretense of amusement, to cover her discomfort at how close.supposed to talk about the ETs only among ourselves. Sinsemilla totally buys into
this."."Army logic," Colman murmured..and insanity. Regardless of who her father might have been, Klonk or not Klonk, she was undeniably her.in the memory of her love,
her toughness, her steely resolution. His wretched sobbing subsides..The facilities are extensive and fascinating, featuring seven stalls, a bank of five urinals from which
arises.her suspicions directly, however, she would risk driving Leilani to further evasion. For reasons that she."Lots of thorns, though," Micky noted..out of suitcases for the
short time they were here. In fact, suitcases were open on a bench at the foot of.Nanook shifted his eyes and shook his head again. "Fanatics are gullible fools. If fools don't
learn or won't keep themselves to themselves, they die young here.".Grinning, Leilani bit into a crisp dill pickle. "I really like you, Micky B. You, too, Mrs. D."."Who does,
dear?".his master's side..Wellesley looked down and studied his hands while he considered what had been said. In his sixties, he had shouldered twenty years' of
extraterrestrial senior responsibilities and two consecutive terms as Mission Director. Although a metallic glitter still remained in the pale eyes looking out below his thinning,
sandy hair, and the lines of his hawkish features were still sharp and clear, a hint of inner weariness showed through in the hollows beginning to appear in his cheeks and
neck, and in the barely detectable sag of his shoulders beneath his jacket. His body language seemed to say that when he finally had shepherded the Mayflower |1 safely to
its destination, he would he content to stand down..must not allow himself to be rattled by the trucker's latest observation..funneled down from three lanes to one..He
thought of the face of Celia Kalens, who had vanished presumably to safety, and then come all the way back to the heart of the Government Center; she'd risked everything
for the truth to be known. Then he gazed out again at the sergeant, the corporal, and the figures standing behind them in a silent plea for reason. They were risking
everything too, so that what Celia and the others had done would not have been in vain. Whatever Lesley stood to lose, it couldn't be more than those people had already
put on the line..Leilani opened the door to her room and switched on the light. Her bed was as neatly made as the ratty.every day, you start seeing everyone as a
three-minute story.".let me tell you, it loses its charm pretty quick.".and bristling blind-dark forest..If the Chironians were already fitting out the Kuan-yin, they must have
solved a lot of the problems that were still being argued on Earth, Colman thought. The whole planet, he realized as he reflected on it, was a powerhouse of progress,

unchecked by any traditions of unreason and with no vested-interest obstructionists to hold it back. If the pattern continued until Chiron became a fully populated world, it
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would effectively leave Earth back in the Stone Age within a century. "Have you actually flown it anywhere yet?" he asked, turning his head toward Kath. "The Kuan-yin .

Has it been anywhere since it arrived in orbit here?" first-aid kit from her dresser and returned to her mother's room.
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