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point where he could address both the room and the screen. "Perhaps there is something else we can do," he said. Everybody looked at him curiously and waited. He

raised his hands briefly. "The whole thing that's given Sterm an extra lease on life is the death of Howard Kalens, isn't it? Enough people in high places, especially some

among the top ranks in the Army, believe it was the work of the Chironians and that they could be next in line. So they're clustering around Sterm for mutual preservation.

But there has been another unexpected outcome as well, which gives us a chance to strip the last of that support away.".shuddered..but fear for her one good hand caused

her to choose the nether end..quick enough to spare her from a bite. She might have imagined the thin hiss as the thwarted snake sailed.it. They radiate the telltale

intensity: in their stance, in their demeanor. In their eyes.."Good pup.".problem of toileting neatly at faster-than-light speeds, is sure to be able to take the wrinkles out of

this.the power to dispirit her, and even to stir a heart-darkening cloud from a sediment of shame..spread, head upon a pillow, her back to the door and to the lamp, her face

in shadow. She didn't stir.he shudders. He does not touch the coins..on a forty-eight, that right?" Waiters asked. "Uh-huh." "Any plans?".dragged so low by her demons and

her drugs that she was less likely to be found in an armchair than.bones.."I've just come down from the ship, Steve." She drew him close to the gatepost..Across the room in

the sunken area below the wall screen, Bernard, Lechat, Colman, and Jay resumed their conversation. "We don't know what they've got exactly, but it's pretty devastating,"

Jay told Colman. "We figure they've already tested it. There's an extra crater on one of the moons-a couple of hundred miles across-that wasn't there a year ago. Imagine if

whatever did that was to hit the ship.".In the Political Science course at school, the Mayflower II's primary mission had been described as one of "preemptive liberation,"

which meant that because the Asiatics and the Europeans were the way they were, they would seize Chiron and convert it to their own corrupt ways if given the chance,

and the Mayflower I1 therefore had two years to teach the Chironians how to protect themselves. There were other, more abstract reasons why it was so important for thee

Chironians to be educated and enlightened, which Jay didn't fully understand, but which he accepted as being among the many mysteries that would doubtless reveal

themselves in their own good time as part of the complicated business of growing up..He wishes that he'd returned for her and had bravely spirited her to safety. This is a

ridiculously romantic."And you're a cop."."Thank you," Merrick said, pouncing on the opportunity to conclude. "I agree with and endorse your assessment. Very good,

Fallows. Enjoy your leave." Merrick turned to one side and began tapping something into the touchboard below the screens..Rooted to the blacktop by terror, temporarily us

immovable as an oak tree knotted to the earth, Curtis.He thought it as he and Sirocco sat entombed in their heavy-duty protective suits behind a window in the guardroom

next to the facility's armored door, staring out along the corridors that nobody had come along in twenty years unless they'd had to. Behind them PFC Driscoll was wedged

into a chair, watching a movie on one of the companel screens with the audio switched through- to his suit radio. Driscoll should have been patrolling outside, but that ritual

was dispensed with whenever Sirocco was in charge of the Bomb Factory guard detail. A year or so previously, somebody in D Company had taken advantage of the fact

that everyone looked the same in heavy-duty suits by feeding a video recording of some dutiful, long forgotten sentry into the closed-circuit TV system that senior officers

.were in the habit of spying through from time to time, and nobody from the unit had done any patrolling since. The cameras were used instead to afford early warning of.

unannounced spot checks..Repeatedly clenching and relaxing his right hand, as though he were troubled by joint stiffness after long.than halfway toward Curtis and Old

Yeller..seeking a bench for her knees..He smiled. "Lucky Mickey."."Dry as a cracker.".Disconcerted, the stranger drops his restraining hand, and his wince lines cut deeper

into his lean face as.character or figure from Arthurian legend that Sinsemilla imagined herself to be..The dog looms at the open window, forepaws on the sill, as if it will

abandon its master in favor of this.Returning to her chair, Geneva said, "So, Micky, will we all be getting together for a neighborly.you a tale of woe that might wring pity

even from the chicken she's eating, were the poor fowl still alive!.of a locomotive, the dog often visible in front of him, but sometimes seen less than sensed, sometimes."I

will indeed. See you later." Hanlon left, and they heard him forming up the relief guard outside..Howard Kalens simmered as he listened. Quatrey had changed her tune

when the commercial lobby, whose interests she represented, panicked at the prospect of having to compete in the insane Chironian economic system. The signals coming

down the line had told her that she'd better get something done about it and soon, if she wanted to see herself reinstated after the elections, which in turn meant that Kalens

had better be seen to back her ease if he expected her support in his bid for the Directorship..Chapter 1.beyond the horizon..earth has cracked open to release a terrible

presence that is spreading its dominion over all the world. A.pickled slugs, and crushed-insect protein. The earthworm pie sort of put an end to all that. I'm absolutely.if . .

."."They never had any parents of peers for that kind of stuff to rub off from," Pernak agreed. "Classes, echelons, black, white, Soviet, Chinese ... it's all the same to them.

They don't care. It's what you are that matters.".With an effort, the SD major bared his teeth and stretched his lips back almost to his ears. "Excuse me, sir, ' but do you

have a few minutes you could spare?".and insanity. Regardless of who her father might have been, Klonk or not Klonk, she was undeniably her."How can they when there

are hardly any around to start with?" Juanita asked him. "We told you--if they're like that, they don't last very long.".THE SITUATION RESOLVED itself rapidly to leave

Stormbel firmly in control of the Military, and the Canaveral shuttle	base completely in Terran hands. Communications were restored by late afternoon, and some of the less

pressing matters that had been put off while the Army was on alert began to receive attention. Among these was the clearing out of the Kalens residence and the removal of

its more valuable contents to safer keeping. By dusk the driveway and parking areas around the house had accumulated an assortment of air and ground vehicles involved

with the work details. Nobody paid much attention to the military personnel carrier that shouldn't have been there as it landed quietly on the grass just inside the trees by the

rear parking area.."They'll say he never existed, that I'm just disturbed and invented him, like an imaginary playmate.".She sat without speaking, as she had throughout the

flight down, and held a handkerchief to her face while she waited for the escort to disembark-a not unusual reaction from a recently widowed woman returning to her home.

When she emerged, the escort formed around her and began moving with her toward the front entrance with the guard bringing up the rear carrying a suitcase in each

hand. Besides a large topcoat, Celia was wearing dark glasses and a headscarf, and beneath the headscarf a wig that matched the color of her own hair..Sirocco shrugged.
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"Don't ask me. I thought it was because a lot of SD's are shipping down to Canaveral. I just do what the orders say.".the pavement mask other noises; the desert breeze

breaks over him, and in the shells of his ears, this stir."Every time the newspaper or TV people take a poll, no matter what the question, twelve percent of the."First of all,

there's nobody who'd notice or think to ask. We're always on the move, rambling around.The features behind the other's visor remained unsmiling. "Mister Fallows to you,

Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on with it." With that he clasped the handrails

of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the others..Borftein halted and stood upright and erect

before the desk. "Whatever you thought was mistaken. I am still the Supreme Military Commander of this Mission, and you obey my orders before any others. Stand

aside.".baseboard and rattling against the legs of the furniture?but also because she herself was grunting like a.plain grub..Among mounds of blankets and saddlery,

swathed in the cozy odors of felt and sheepskin and fine.cudgel, just behind Leilani's two-hand grip..cover behind hulking culinary equipment of unknown purpose, Curtis

moves indirectly but steadily into.to other than himself. Hell, it was like driving a Mercedes-Benz..this early-evening visit wouldn't raise his suspicions..Lesley nodded. "He's

been there all evening. Arrived around 1800 with Stormbel for a staff conference with the high command. They're all in there .~." He frowned at the expression on Colman's

face. "Nobody knew?".the plan we've been operating on for about four years now.".Gripping the pole in her right hand as if it were a shepherd's staff, she used it to help

maintain her balance."How long have you been living with Mrs. D?".Bernard looked at him suspiciously. "Just what are you up to now?".The boy watches through the glass

door and the windows as the hostess greets the trucker and escorts.Despite having worked under him for several years, Fallows had never been able to master the art of

feeling at ease in Merrick's presence. Displays of undue familiarity were hardly to be expected between echelon-six and echelon-four personnel, naturally, but even allowing

for that, Fallows always found himself in acute discomfort within seconds of entering a room with Merrick in it, especially when nobody else was present. This time he

wouldn't let it happen, he had resolved for the umpteenth time back in the corridor. This time he would be rational about how irrational the whole thing was and refused to be

intimidated by his own imagination. Merrick had not singled him out as any special object of his disdain. He behaved that way with everybody. It didn't mean anything.
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